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Abstract  Named entity (NE) recognition is an essential early stage and has long been a thorny
problem in many natural language processing pipelines. Generally, bilingual named entity recog-
nition and alignment are processed sequentially and independently, regardless of interactions be-
tween the two stages. Therefore, NE recognition errors are propagated and compounded in NE
alignment stage. Actually, bilingual alignment information, other than monolingual information,
provides further indications for NE recognition. It is necessary to capture the interactions be-
tween NE recognition and alignment. Accordingly, based on the characteristics of NE recognition
and alignment, this paper proposes an interactive bilingual NE alignment model, which combines
basic alignment and corrective alignment. Basic alignment is achieved as traditional alignment ap-
proach, while the corrective alignment realizes the joint of NE recognition and alignment. On the
one hand, bilingual alignment information is utilized for NE recognition; on the other hand, NE
recognition errors can be recovered in the NE alignment stage. Both the NE boundaries and type
can be corrected in such interactive NE alignment model. The experiments show that this novel
model not only achieves a significant improvement of the Chinese-English NE alignment quality

(F-score from 74.4% to 81.2%), but also improves the performance of NE recognition.
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Official (ORG) North Korean’s Central News
Agency (/ORG) quoted the navy’s statement:

(3) XU Al 44 LR X 5

Chinese: | b | [ # | [hok] s #

English:l North | Korean’s | Central | News | Agency |
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(2) 9 3w 45 AR PR A 25 5

The captain of a ferry boat who works on (PER) Lake

Constance (/PER) ---

(3) XUIE Al 4 J RS 5
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Background

Most artificial intelligence systems, such as information
extraction or machine translation system, adopt pipeline ar-
chitecture, in which stages of analysis are arranged sequen-
tially, with each stage using the results of prior stages and
generating a single analysis that gets enriched by each stage.
Unfortunately, each stage also introduced a certain level of
error to the later stage. For example, in ‘traditional’ pipe-
lined systems, name entity (NE) recognition is one of the
first steps in the pipeline, NE errors heavily affect subse-
quent stages, and error rates are often compounded by later
stages, which is evident in NE alignment stage.

In most prior work, NE recognition and alignment are
processed sequentially, without recovering NE recognition
errors. Therefore, the tagged errors are compounded from
stage to stage. It is possible to consider how interactions be-

tween the NE recognition and alignment stage can be exploi-
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ted to reduce the error rate. However, little research has
been devoted to a joint NE alignment model with NE recogni-
tion.

This paper establishes an alignment derivation frame-
work in order to incorporate NE recognition, and then propo-
ses an interactive NE alignment model, which breaks a new
path for NE recognition and alignment, and makes much im-
provement on the performance of NE alignment, as well as
NE recognition.
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