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Abstract

Classifying computing systems is a basic component of computer science, directly im-

pacting the design, programming and optimization of computer systems artifacts. The past 20

years have seen many network computing applications. However, an effective classification of

network computing systems has not emerged in the academia. This negatively impacted scientific

research, knowledge accumulation and sharing in network computing. This paper presents a clas-

sification based on three dimensions of (execution, control, and level), and shows that the classi-

fication method is able to cover representative network computing systems. The proposed method

borrowed from successful experiences in classifying parallel computing systems.
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many systems difficult to classify, such as grid, cloud com-
puting, and decentralized systems. This paper presents a
new classification method, based on three dimensions of exe-
cution, control, and level. It shows that the classification
method can cover representative network computing systems.
For instance, we now have a class of systems featuring dis-
tributed execution, central control, and at application level.
Many Internet search services belong to this class.
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